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REVISED MINUTES 

I. CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by RSRPD Chair Kate O'Brien at 
5:34 p.m. In attendance were Simi Valley Historical Society President Linda Bosley, 
Treasurer Karen Olson, and the following RSRPD Staff: Director of Planning & 
Maintenance Wayne Nakaoka, Sr. Management Analyst Jennifer Santos, and 
Administrative Secretary Barbara Meinel. 

II. PUBLIC DISCUSSION: None 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF JUNE 6, 2022 MEETING: Simi Valley Historical Society 
Treasurer Olson moved to approve the minutes as presented; Simi Valley Historical 
Society President Bosley seconded the motion. The motion passed with a unanimous vote. 

IV. STRATHEARNPARKMAINTENANCEITEMS: 

a. Adobe North Wall: Director Nakaoka told the Committee that the Park District's 
FY 2022-23 Budget, which includes funds for the repair of the Adobe north wall, 
has been approved. Ms. Bosley contacted Eagle Restoration, who had previously 
submitted a bid for the repair of the wall. Ms. Bosley spoke with John McCall of 
Eagle Restoration, and he is going to review the bid and then let her know if there 
will be any cost changes since it was submitted about a year ago. She will then 
advise Nakaoka regarding the current cost. If the cost to repair the wall is under 
$25,000, there will be no need to go out to bid. 

b. Printz/Powell Colony House: Structural Engineer Preliminary Report: Director 
Nakaoka reported that he has not yet been able to schedule a time for John Loomis 
to come out to Stratheam. He will speak with Landscape Designer Douglas Duran 
about it. 

c. Haigh/Talley Colony House Railing: Director Nakaoka advised the Committee that 
he will have a Utility Building Specialist replace the handrail, as a new carpenter 
has not yet been hired by the District. 



d. Windmill Service: Director Nakaoka stated that park light bulb repair and servicing 
is tentatively scheduled for September, and as the light bulb and windmill service 
both require a lift, both jobs will most likely be done in September. 

e. Pest Control: Ms. Bosley reported that there has been an infestation of ants recently 
at the park. Orkin came out and spayed the affected areas and set traps. Director 
Nakaoka asked about the rodent problem, and Ms. Bosley responded that Grounds 
Maintenance Supervisor Krieger has been working on the problem. 

f. Gold Award Project: Ms. Bosley stated that this is a Girl Scout project. Historical 
Society Board Member Kris Grayson has been working with the Girl Scout. 
Originally the project was going to be the creation of a memory garden, but after 
discussions with the Historical Society Board, it was decided that the Girl Scout's 
project will be to replace the plants in the six planters surrounding the water tower. 

g. Pine Tree by Church and Caretaker House to be Cut Down: One of the branches 
of the enormous pine tree located near the church and the caretaker's house came 
down the weekend before last, and fell on the railing of the walkway leading to the 
church. Supervisor Krieger met with an arborist at the tree, and the arborist stated 
that the tree needs to be removed as it is dangerous. Most of the tree overhangs 
towards the church, and the sap lines are pushing the trunks and the big thick 
branches apart, which is what caused the branch to come down. This problem was 
observed in at least three areas of the tree, with one of them being located in the 
main trunk. The tree contractor's bid to remove the tree is approximately $5,000. 

The cost for the removal is higher than usual because it is very labor intensive. The 
branches will need to be lowered down instead of being dropped due to the 
proximity of buildings. The contractor will take the tree down to the stump, grind 

the stump at ground level, and then cover it. 

h. Positive Comments: Ms. Bosley complemented Grounds Maintenance Supervisor 
John Krieger and his crew for all their work at Strathearn. They are keeping the 

grounds groomed despite the water restrictions and the damage being done by small 
animals. Ms. Olson added that Supervisor Krieger's crew was at the park last 
Thursday trimming things back and cleaning up, and they did a really good job. 
Ms. Bosley then mentioned the idea of possibly replacing the Strathearn lawn with 
Astra Turf. Currently maintenance personnel are required to do a lot of work to 

maintain the lawn, as it is the wedding venue area for a majority of the weddings 
held at the park. At some time in the near future, it will be necessary to dig up the 
lawn to trench for drainage to prevent water from going under the Strathearn House 
and damaging the foundation. If Astra Turf is put in, there will be an initial 
investment, but it will pay for itself later due to less maintenance being required. 
Considering that the lawn will have to be dug up and trenched, she thinks it might 
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be a good idea to consider investing in Astro Turf, as it would be more cost effective 
in the long run. 

V. VOLUNTEER/DOCENT UPDATE: 

a. Docent Led Tours: Ms. Bosley told the Committee that docent-led tours are being 
held on Fridays, Saturdays, and Sunday. Starting July 3, 2022, the Sunday 
schedule was changed. As of July 3, only one scheduled docent-led tour will be 
held on Sundays. This is due to there being a limited number of docents available 
on Sundays. The tour will begin at 1 :30 p.m., but there is some flexibility with this 
time, and if additional docents are available on a Sunday and another tour is 
requested, it can be held. Ms. Bosley also told the Committee that there is a sign at 
the front of the park stating that tours are not held during inclement weather. She 
explained to the Committee that inclement weather includes temperature and wind 
conditions, in addition to rain. The current threshold for the temperature is 95°. If 
the temperature is reaching 95° and/or if it is very windy or raining, tours will not 
be held. People can look around the park, but there will be no tours. 

b. Volunteer Picnic Held on July 23, 2022: The volunteer picnic was very well 
attended, and the chairwomen did a wonderful job. The attendees enjoyed good 
food, visiting with one another, a pifiata, and playing games, including cards, 
bubbles, and water games. The event was held from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

c. Firefighting Equipment on Display Under the Water Tower: Ms. Bosley reported 
that she received an update from the Mechanical Restoration Team. They did 
refurbish some fire-fighting equipment, and it is now on display under the water 
tower. 

VI. PITTING SHED MURAL: Ms. Bosley reported that the murals on the pitting shed are in 
disrepair. A while ago, Park Historian Pat Havens had asked if the Historical Society 
would look into restoring them. Ms. Bosley did some research and it was determined that 
the murals cannot be restored as over time the paint has peeled off in strips. The status of 
the murals was discussed at a Historical Society Board meeting, and Ms. Bosley then 
contacted a professional muralist, Traci Adams, of "Paint a Dream" in Simi Valley. Traci 
does excellent work and has a huge portfolio. After viewing the damaged murals, the 
muralist gave Ms. Bosley a bid to do new murals. Ms. Bosley presented the bid to the 
Historical Society Board at its July meeting, and the Board voted to approve the project. 
Ms. Bosley had talked to Historical Society Board members, volunteers, and also Director 
Nakaoka regarding how important they think it is to redo the murals. They do depict the 
pitting season and what happened during apricot season in Simi Valley, and they draw 
visitors towards that area of the park. The conclusion was that the murals do enhance the 
park, and it is worthwhile to redo them. The cost of the project will be between $9,000 and 
$11,000. Funding was discussed at the Historical Society Board meeting, and the goal is 
to do fundraising to pay for the cost of the new murals. Ms. Adams has done fundraising 
for murals, and will be meeting with Ms. Bosley to share fundraising ideas. Ms. Bosley 
will then present this information to the Historical Society Board. The Historical Society 
also has the Barn Sale coming up. Last year the money raised at the Barn Sale was 
earmarked for the Printz Powell Colony House, which helped pay for the structural 
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engineer and the flooring that has been purchased. The Historical Society Board had an 
open discussion regarding whether this year's Barn Sale money can be earmarked for the 
murals, and most were in favor of the idea. In addition, there could be some additional 
fundraising through sponsorships or other events, and no money will be coming from the 
Historical Society's General Fund. The goal for this year's Barn Sale is to raise $10,000. 
Wayne reminded the Committee that the Park District will provide the new wood for the 
panels plus $2500. The goal is to complete the mural project before next September's 
(2023) apricot festival. 

Director Nakaoka asked whether the new copier has been delivered to Strathearn, and Ms. 
Bosley responded that it has, and it is a wonderful help to the staff. 

VII. UPCOMING EVENTS AT STRATHEARN HISTORICAL PARK 

a. September 17, 2022-40th Anniversary Barn Dance (Kiwanis Event): The Kiwanis 
Club has filed the rental paperwork for this event. It will be a "Black, White, and 
Blue Jeans" barn dance. This event will be a rental for the Park District. 

b. October I, 2022 - Creepy Doll Twilight Tour. The Creepy Doll Twilight Tour is 
a confirmed event. There will be four tours held on October 1, with the first one 
starting at 6:00 pm. The Historical Society did Twilight Tours in 2019, and they 
were wildly successful. This year they are adding a creepy doll element to the Tour. 
The 6:00 p.m. tour is the only one that will allow children under the age of 12 to 
attend. Three tours will be held after the 6:00 tour. Attendees will check in at the 
gate where they will be given a wrist band, with each tour group receiving a 
different colored wrist band. The store will be open and refreshments will be set 
up in front of the barber shop along with some tables. The tours will start at the 
gate and go out about every 20 minutes. Tour guides will take the participants 
around to different buildings, and docents will be stationed at each stop to give 
some history about the building. The last stop will be at the barn, where the creepy 
dolls will be set up. The cost will be $10 per person, and the anticipated attendance 
is about 48 people. The tours should be done by about 9 p.m. 

c. October 22, 2022 - Heritage Halloween (RSRPD Event): This is a Park District 
event. Ms. Bosley stated that Jeannie Liss, Park and Museum Coordinator, is doing 
a great job getting this event organized. The event will start with a craft and game 
time. Next there will be trick or treating done at different buildings which are being 
sponsored by various Simi Valley organizations. A costume parade will take place 
next, followed by a movie. 

d. October 30, 2022 - Dia de los Muertos. The entertainment is already in place for 
the event. The Park District will deliver the Showmobile to Stratheam late Saturday 
evening. The K-bus is reserved for the event and Randy Ker will be driving it 
again. No parking will be allowed in the cul-de-sac, and the parking lot will be 
reserved for handicapped parking. The Explorer Scouts will be at the park to help 
with the event. There were over 2200 people at last year's event, and a large crowd 
is expected again this year. All craft vendor spots are filled and paid for, Ms. Bosley 
is working with the entertainers, Kris Grayson is handling sponsorships and the 
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altars, and Ms. Olson is working with the food vendors. Ms. Bosley thanked the 
Park District for supplying the Showmobile and K-bus for the event. 

e. November 4, 2022 - Annual Membership Meeting: The annual Membership 
Meeting will be held on November 4, 2022 at Rancho Santa Susana Community 
Center. 

f. November 18-20, 2022 - Barn Sale: The Barn Sale will be held from November 
18 -20. The 18th will be an early-bird day, the 19th will be a regular price day, and 
the 20th will be a half-price day. 

g. December 4, 2022 - Holiday Open House: Santa has already been scheduled for 
the event, and the Valley View Middle School Choir Director has reached out to 
Ms. Bosley to start working on their program. 

VIII. PAT HAVENS SCHOLARSHIP UPDATE: Ms. Olson told the Committee that nothing 
has gone forward with this yet. 

Director Nakaoka told the Committee that since we have not had any kind of a celebration 
for Pat Havens, the Park District would like to do a recognition for her 45 years of service 
to the Park District. He would like to send representatives to her house during the first 
Park District Board meeting in September, which will be on September 7. The 
representatives will take a laptop over to her house as the Park District Board meetings are 
on zoom. The Board Members can then do their presentation via zoom, and Ms. Havens 
can talk back to the Board without having to leave her home. 

IX. LAND ACKNOWLEDGE SALUTATIONS: Ms. Bosley passed around a statement 
previously written by Park District staff acknowledging the original inhabitants of the land 
that the Park District now encompasses. At the June Historical Society Board meeting, 
Board Member Nancy Kidd brought up the fact that the Park District was supposed to 
recognize Native American contributions, and she wanted to know why it isn't being done 
at events that the Park District holds. Ms. Kidd asked the Historical Society if they would 
be willing to do something to recognize Native Americans. as Strathearn Historical Park is 
located on Chumash land. The Historical Society Board agreed to read the statement 
written by the Park District at the Dia de las Muertos event, and also discussed the 
possibility of putting a plaque up on the grounds of Strathearn. Ms. Olson suggested that 
the Chumash Classroom might be a good place to put a plaque. Ms. Bosley will advise if 
the Historical Society decides to go forward with a plaque. Ms. Kidd believes the Park 
District should also be more pro-active regarding acknowledging Native American 
contributions. 

X. PENNY PRESS MACHINE AT STRATHEARN HISTORICAL PARK: Ms. Bosley 
announced that the Historical Society is moving forward with purchasing a penny press 
machine. The machine is hand-cranked - not electric. It comes with four dies, and the 
Historical Society Board will be voting on the images for the different dies at its September 
meeting. The machine will be located inside the Visitor Center, which is open seven days 
a week. It weighs about 150 pounds, so it is technically portable if they want to bring it 
out and stage it in other locations at the park. 
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XI. OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST: Ms. Bosley told the Committee that the Historical 
Society Board will not be meeting in August. 

Ms. Olson reported to the Committee that she has filed the quit claim deed and the fees 
have been paid for the Park District to quit claim Mt. McCoy over to Strathearn Historical 
Park. She is just waiting for the final recording to be done. Once she receives the original 
recorded deed back from the County, a copy of the recorded deed will be given to the Park 
District. 

XII. SET TIME AND DATE FOR NEXT MEETING: Monday, October 3, 2022 at 5:30 p.m. 

XIII. ADJOURN MEETING: RSRPD Chair O'Brien adjourned the meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

W~aoka · 
Director of Planning & Maintenance 
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